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Drop the proposal to create the “proscription mechanism”.
(A000003)

The intention to proscribe any organization in the community that
has been banned on national security grounds by the central
government thereby absolves the government of Hong Kong SAR
from having either any responsibility or authority under such
matters. (A000005)
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This proposal could open a “connecting door” between Mainland
and Hong Kong concepts of national security that is potentially
wider than that required by Article 23. (A000012)

The Government should drop completely the proposals contained
in the Consultation document for proscription of organizations,
which are clearly outside the ambit of Article 23. (A000035)
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It 1s widely believed that Falun Gong is a key target of this
proposed legislation. (A000023)
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The terms “Aftiliation” and “Connection” are vague. (B000249)
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B. Unlawful disclosure of protected information obtained by unauthorized

access
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Drop the proposal to criminalized “unauthorized disclosure” as a
new offence. (A000003)

The proposal to widen the provisions on unlawful disclosure of
information may inhibit freedom of information and the press, for
what is deemed a “‘state secret” may in reality merely a remark or
decision that is politically embarrassing. The provisions of this
consultation document, if enacted into legislation, will only further
contribute to the decline of press freedom in the territory.
(A000005)

The Official Secrets Ordinance is only one of the means of
preventing the unauthorized disclosure of official information.
We believe there are other means of stopping leaks without
widening of the ambit of the law. (A000077)
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Criminalization of theft or knowing receipt of secret documents
has the potential to limit press freedom by curtailing reporting
based on such documents. (A000009)
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The terms “damaging disclosure”, “state secret” and “protected
information” are so vague that any access or disclosure without
official consent can be caught by the proposals. (B000249)
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C. “Public interest” defence
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We urge the adoption of public interest and prior publication
defences in the Official Secret Ordinance. These are essential to
protect journalists and media organizations that may face
prosecution under the theft of state secret proposals. (A000043)
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The number in the brackets refers to the serial number of the submission in the

Compendium.




